THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
who have supplied half the governments of the world
with warships, arms and ammunition, have sent our
experts into the East and into South America to teach
the unlearned how those things should be used, have
done more than any other power to make that the
recognised right of independent governments. But
as soon as the magic word 'Communist' was pro-
nounced we decided that that law must be scrapped,
that we must not 'take sides', although there can be
no law of any kind in the world unless one 'takes
sides* on behalf of the recognised rule as against those
who break it. We suddenly changed the old rule just
as we suddenly changed it to the disadvantage of the
Abyssinian Government when that government also
was facing destruction by foreign Fascist troops.
But in destroying the old we refused even more
definitely to recognise the new. When large Italian
armies, necessarily at the direct command of the
Italian Government had invaded Spanish territory for
the purpose of destroying the government we might
have invoked the principles of the League which com-
pel us to do what we may to make that kind of aggres-
sion difficult and could have said that this new
technique of aggression threatened the security of all
legal government everywhere, unless it happens to be
of the Fascist or Nazi type. Instead of this the burden
of the recommendation throughout has been for
'impartiality', for not taking sides. But to recom-
mend that we be impartial as between the law and
those who break it, means, again, that we stand for its
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